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“K” LINE’s Car Carrier Obtains World’s First Remote Survey Notation as Newly-built Ship 

 

Today, “K” LINE’s car carrier “CENTURY HIGHWAY GREEN” completed by Tadotsu Shipyard 

Co., Ltd., the Imabari Shipbuilding Group, became the world’s first newly-built vessel to obtain 

Nippon Kaiji Kyokai (ClassNK) notation certifying that the ship is adapted for remote surveys(*1). 

 

A remote survey uses digital technology on vessel to remotely perform the inspection surveys 

of facilities within a vessel that has previously been performed by a class inspector on site. 

Use of the remote surveys will enable “K” LINE to perform inspections without being 

constrained by location, and also enables surveys to be conducted while lowering the risk of 

infection of the crew during the COVID-19 pandemic because it is not necessary to visit the 

vessel. It is expected that safe operation will be enhanced through the appropriate and timely 

implementation of surveys. 

 

In February 2021, ClassNK published guidelines for appropriate operation of remote surveys 

using information and communication technology (ICT). The “Guidelines for Remote Surveys” 

(Ver. 2.0) summarizes the judgment standards for ensuring reliability equivalent to conventional 

witness surveys with transparency in the application of remote surveys. The guidelines also 

include class notation requirements for the vessel with reliable telecommunications equipment 

and is adapted for remote surveys. 

CENTURY HIGHWAY GREEN has significantly enhanced on-board and ship-to-shore 

telecommunications equipment compared to conventional vessels and obtained the remote 

survey class notation in recognition of this point. 

 

Examples of Enhanced Telecommunications Equipment 

(A) Expansion of on-board Wi-Fi: In addition to living quarters, efficiency of vessel operations 

has been improved by installing Wi-Fi on the cargo deck and in the engine room and LNG 

fuel-related equipment compartment. 

(B) Introduction of wireless communication equipment supporting explosion-proof areas: 

Explosion-proof LCX wireless communications equipment has been introduced in explosion-

proof areas  to ensure communications. 

(C) Introduction of 4G/LTE: The communication environment with relevant personnel and 

operational efficiency has been improved by utilizing high-speed broadband communication 

on a land cellular phone network while docked(*2). 
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<Remote Survey Meeting> 

 

(Top left: “K” LINE Head Quater, Bottom left: Nippon Kaiji Kyokai(ClassNK), Top right: "K" Line 

RoRo Bulk Ship Management, Bottom right: Captain Hosomi of CENTURY HIGHWAY GREEN) 

 

<Remote Survey> 

Please watch “K”LINE’s official YouTube : https://youtu.be/XCwlzvh73uE 

 

(*1) The scope of remote inspection is in accordance with the requirements of the NK regulation. 

(*2) Release dated March 12, 2021 

 K” LINE commenced Proof of Concept with NOKIA in the field of DX for ships 

～Accelerating safety and quality utilizing high speed communication network～ 

https://www.kline.co.jp/en/news/other/other205073519257740328/main/0/link/210312EN3.pdf 

＜Reference＞Release dated March 12, 2021 

Delivery of Next-generation Environmentally Friendly Car Carrier Fueled by LNG  

”CENTURY HIGHWAY GREEN” 

https://youtu.be/XCwlzvh73uE
https://www.kline.co.jp/en/news/other/other205073519257740328/main/0/link/210312EN3.pdf
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https://www.kline.co.jp/en/news/car/car753727087818379669/main/0/link/210312EN1.pdf 

 

https://www.kline.co.jp/en/news/car/car753727087818379669/main/0/link/210312EN1.pdf

